REGIONAL SCHOOL UNIT NO. 18

CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT AND ADOPTION

Rapid social change, technological development,extpainsion of knowledge are facts of contemporary
life. Public education must respond appropriatdlierefore, it is imperative that individual sckgo

the school system as a whole, and the Board canistyreview and evaluate existing programs and
practices and adjust, modify, or change them asd@dvantageous in effectively meeting the best
interests of students and the community. Therefore

A. The Board expects the administration and fadaltye perpetually sensitive to
changing conditions that may require changes iriczom;

B. The Board expects all programs to be under soaotis evaluation to see that they
meet the needs of children;

C. The Board expects the School Unit to undertatensive curriculum evaluation and
revision from time to time as the need for thidésnonstrated,

D. The Superintendent is expected to inspire, lgattle and direct the process of
keeping the School Unit abreast of growing commuagpirations as well as of
advancing knowledge and new educational approaches;

E. Itis expected that curriculum development andsion be achieved with appropriate
involvement of administration, instructional angbpart staff, students, community
and the Board,;

F. The Board shall review and adopt all curriculgundes, course descriptions, and
courses of study prior to their implementation. édoriculum shall be eliminated or
new courses added without approval of the Boardshall any substantial alteration
or reduction of a course of study be made withaohsapproval.

G. The Board will hear regular reports on Unit pezgs and ongoing curriculum study
and revision. It authorizes the administration tgamize a Unit-wide advisory
committee to periodically review the curriculum aulise the Superintendent on
curriculum changes. Board members shall be assigynéae Board chairperson to
serve on this committee.

H. Staff curriculum committees or task forces tadgtparticular subjects may also be
established. The Assistant Superintendent shattand provide creative leadership
to staff curriculum committees, and shall coordenthieir efforts toward achieving the
instructional goals set by the Board. He/She stlatl be responsible for publishing
curriculum guides developed by the Unit-wide cuwriuen advisory committee and
approved by the Superintendent.
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To enhance a sound, basic educational progranBdaed expects curriculum revision to reflect such
critical issues in our present society as: (ay#hionships between humans and their environnglent
traditional American values relative to family agidic responsibility, (c) American and state hegéa
and (d) recognition that people are members oiitrd community.

Curricula are to be designed to present a reafgticire of the contributions made by the varioimie
and racial groups in the development of our nation.

Moreover, in recognition of our nation’s diversdieultural heritage and some of the educational
problems that have resulted from such diversity,Bbard expects that ways of preserving that hggita
will be sought through the development of educatigmograms which will, among other things, ensure
that non-English speaking children shall have actesjuality education while not impeding their
learning of the English language.

Curriculum development and revision in this Schdoit should also take into account:

A.

The need to enhance existing vocational progrant to develop new programs where
needs may be unmet;

The need to identify and develop the speci#s ¢inat each child may possess, whether
the child be talented academically, artisticallycationally or athletically, through a
program of instruction that includes diagnosis prekscription in terms of needs and
talents in order to accommodate every student;

Consideration of the integration of foreigndaages and international studies at all grade
levels, and the requirement that all studentsdaliege preparatory mode complete a
minimum of two units of foreign language study;

The need to incorporate instruction in Cardlopnary Resuscitation (CPR) into the
physical education or health curriculum as appedpriand

The need to instruct students about AIDS, ve ¢hem factual information about its
infectious risks and which will help dispel unfowudfears and misconceptions about the
disease.

Legal Reference: Chap. 1278 3 (Me. Dept. of EdeRul

Cross Reference: IL - Evaluation of Instructioneddg?ams

Date of Adoption: April 16, 2009
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